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fourth of the State, is covered by vast for-
ests and abounds in lakes. The southern part
of the State slopes s. and s.e. from the cen-
tral highland. This portion is drained by
the St. Croix, Penobscot, Kennebec, Andros-
coggin, and Saco Rivers. Here are hundreds
of lakes, among which are Moosehead Lake,
with an area of 120 sq.m. and an elevation
of 1,023 ft-j and the Rangeley Lakes, with
an area of 90 sq.m. and an elevation of 1,511
ft. The most prominent peak of the south-
ern part is Mount Katahdin (5,200 ft.).

State Capitol f Augusta, Maine.

In the entire State there are 2465 lakes,
having an aggregrate area of 2,300 sq.m. These
lakes are so located at the head waters and
along the courses of the rivers as to be of
great value as storage reservoirs, furnishing
a constant and abundant water power. By
reason of this fact, and because of the nu-
merous falls along the rivers of the southern
slope, the industries of Maine are favored by
3. supply of water power variously estimated
at from one to two million horse power. The
sea coast of Maine is indented to a remark-
able extent, giving the total coast line a
length of nearly 2,500 m. The temperature
varies from winter to summer, and from n.
to s., through a wide range. The cool sum-
mers, the lakes, rivers, and forests, make
Maine, and especially the Maine coast, very
popular as a summer recreation resort. Maine
was originally covered by vast forests, from
which much of the finest timber has been
removed. There are 40,630 acres of national
forest, and 330,125 acres of State forests.
The State maintains a fire-protective system
which is particularly effective in the so-called
'Maine Forestry District* of about 10,000,000
acres in the northern part of the State.

Maine ranks next to Massachusetts among
the New England States, and high among

all the States, in the value of its fisheries.
The canning, smoking and salting of fish,
particularly herring, cod, haddock, finnan
haddie and mackerel, and the canning of
clams are thriving industries. Maine far sur-
passes the other New England States in agri-
culture. Farms decreased from 48,227 in
1920 to 41,907 in 1935. The greatest acre-
age under cultivation lies along the south-
eastern coast. In the large county of Aroo-
stook, which embraces the entire northern
extremity of the State, farm lands are most
valuable, the region being famous for its
potato crop of 35,000,000 to 55,000,000 bush-
els annually. Of the total of 41,907 farmers,
the great majority operated their own farms,
The average size of a farm was 113 acres
in 1935. The principal crops, with their acre-
age and yield in 1940 were as follows: White
potatoes, 160,000 acres, 40,000,000 bushels;
hay and forage, 1,000,000 acres, 900,000 tons;
oats, 118,000 acres, 4,000,000 bushels; apples
900,000 bushels. There was a variety of lesser
crops.
Owing to the great abundance of continu-
ous water power afforded by the numerous
rivers and the excellent harbors, manufac-
turing is very important. A leading industry,
measured by value of products, is the manu-
facture of pulp from wood and other fibre.
Ship building was formerly an important in-
dustry and Maine was foremost among the
States in this respect. The population of
Maine, according to the Federal Census of
1940, was 847,226. Foreign-born whites num-
bered 100,368; Negroes, 1,096; Indians, i,-
012; Chinese, 115; Japanese, 3. The urban
population represented 40.5 per cent, of the
total. The inhabitants are mainly of the
English Puritan stock of New England.
There is a large element of French-speaking
Canadian immigrants, and in the extreme
north there is a considerable body of Acadian
French who have occupied for nearly 150
years a fertile region on the river St. John.
School attendance is required of all able-
bodied children of 5 to 14 years of age and
of illiterates under 17 years. Public trans-
portation is provided where necessary, in
lieu of which school committees are allowed
to pay the board of pupils. Secondary edu-
cation is provided for in free public high
schools and academies, many of which re-
ceive aid from the State. The State provides
for the instruction and training of teachers in
normal schools located at Castine, Gorham,
Presque Isle. Machias, and Fort Kent. Higher
education is provided by the University of